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Offices Closed
Pee Dee Electric 
offices will be closed 
for New Year’s Day, 
Wednesday, Jan. 1; 
and Monday, Jan. 20, 
for Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day.

Pee Dee Electric Awards Bright 
Ideas Grants to Local Educators
Pee Dee Electric awarded over $13,000 in Bright Ideas education grants to exceptional 
educators in local schools. These grants are awarded each year to teachers for 
innovative classroom-based projects that enhance student learning.

Applications for 
2020 Bright Ideas 
Grants will open 
in April 2020 
and run through 
September 
2020. For more 
information, visit 
ncbrightideas.com

Top row (l to r): Shannon Haywood 
from Cordova Middle School; 
David Allen Adeimy Jr. from Ellerbe 
Middle School; Rita Thames from 
East Rockingham Elementary. 
Second row (l to r): Ismael Gomez 
from Hamlet Middle School; Kristin 
Park from Anson County Early 

College; Dina Gun-
nells from Laurel Hill 
Elementary. 
Third row (l to r): 
Lauren Leary from 
Lilesville Elementary; 
Lori Ingram from Li-
lesville Elementary.
Bottom row: Victor 
McCaskill from 
Richmond Senior High 
School; Brenna Wyatt 
from Richmond County 
Ninth Grade Academy. 
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Cooperative Announces Cost of Service Study
Pee Dee Electric’s mission is to provide reliable electricity while focusing on value and 
quality service to our members. Your cooperative works hard to keep your electricity bills 
affordable. Controlling costs, implementing innovative ways to control system loads and 
providing members with the tools and information to use electricity more efficiently are just 
a few of the strategies we use to keep electricity costs affordable for our members.

Despite our best efforts to control costs while 
continuing our system reliability strategic ini-
tiatives, the cooperative has begun the first step 

necessary to implement a rate adjustment in Spring 
2020 by engaging with a third-party consultant to 
perform a cost-of-service study. The purpose of the 
study is to identify future revenue requirements, 
allocate costs to our different rate classes based on 
the service, equipment and infrastructure required 
to serve them and evaluate the effectiveness of rates 
between our different rate classes.

Many factors are considered when setting electric 

rates, but the most important are producing ample 
revenue to cover annual operating costs, continuing 
to invest in our electric system to improve system 
reliability and meeting the financial requirements of 
our lenders. These factors are taken into consideration 
while balancing the needs of our members.

The difference between Pee Dee Electric and the 
electric companies around us is simply our business 
model. As a not-for-profit business, our strategic and 
financial goals are not driven by the need to increase 
value to distant shareholders through higher divi-
dends or higher stock prices. Our entire focus is on 
providing reliable electricity, focusing on value and 
providing quality service to our members while sup-
porting our local communities. Simply stated – Pee 
Dee Electric is member-focused, not profit driven.

In an ideal world, expenses never go up, but the 
reality is that costs sometime change and rarely do 
they go down. In the following months, we will have 
more information on the details of the rate adjust-
ment. Just remember – we are committed to keeping 
your electricity bill affordable and making sure you 
continue to enjoy the many conveniences and com-
fort electricity brings to your daily life.

CEO’S COMMENTS Donnie Spivey, CEO and Executive Vice President
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New Substation  
Under Construction  
At the end of 2018, Pee Dee 

Electric began designing 
a new substation located 

in the Burnsville community of 
Anson County. With construc-
tion well under way, our Vice 
President of Engineering & Op-
erations, Tony Eason, answered 
a few questions regarding the 
construction and the benefits of 
the new substation for  
cooperative members.

Improved Reliability
The northern and western parts 
of our Wadesboro district cur-
rently receive power from three 
separate Duke Energy distribu-
tion circuits. While our linemen 
always work as quickly and safely 
as possible during a storm, this 
area is also very dependent on our 
power supplier to perform similar 
repairs on the distribution circuits 
mentioned above. 

The new substation will elimi-
nate this dependency and allow 
Pee Dee Electric to receive the 
power from high-voltage trans-
mission lines, which is a much 
more reliable source. Once the 
new substation is completed and 
online, repairs from major storm 
damage in this area will be com-
pletely under the control of Pee 
Dee Electric resources, resulting 
in much faster response times and 
reduced outage durations.

Proactive Outage Prevention
These three existing circuits will 
now be carved into four circuits, 
which means outages on any one 
circuit will affect fewer members. 
We will also be incorporating 
other reliability measures, such as 
new electronic line reclosers, more 
fuses on tap lines, etc., which also 
result in fewer members affected 
by each outage. We will take a 
proactive approach regarding 
outages created by small animals. 

The new station will have animal 
guards incorporated into the 
design and Pee Dee Electric will 
also add similar guards to each 
member’s pole-mounted trans-
formers over the course of the 
next several years.

This project exemplifies Pee 
Dee Electric’s mission to provide 
reliable electric service to our 
members. The new substation is 
expected to be in service by the 
end of 2020.

The new substation will 
allow Pee Dee Electric to 
receive the power from high-
voltage transmission lines 
...resulting in much faster 
response times and reduced 
outage durations.
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Co-op 
Connections 
Spotlight
McRae Jewelers in 
Norwood offers Pee 
Dee Electric mem-
bers who show their 
Co-op Connections 
card 10% off retail 
purchases. This 
excludes sale items.

Tips from Todd Energy Use Advisor 
In preparation for winter weather, we asked Todd Moore, our energy use 
advisor, to give us a few tips on energy savings for this time of year. 

As we begin 2020, consider adding a resolution to be more energy efficient. 
Making small changes can make a big difference in saving energy and 
money. And the good news is Pee Dee Electric is here to help you along the way, making 
this one resolution that’s easy to keep.

Here are a few ideas to get you started:
 �Adjust your thermostat: 
Keeping your thermostat 
at 68 degrees or the low-
est comfortable setting 
during colder months 
saves energy and prevents 
your heating system from 
working too hard. Install-
ing a smart thermostat can 
help you make adjust-
ments automatically. 
 �Change your HVAC system’s filters regularly: This improves system performance, saving 
both energy and money.

 �Switch to LED lights: According to energy.gov, ENERGY STAR-qualified LEDs use  
75 percent less energy and last up to 25 times longer than incandescent bulbs.
 �Understand more about your home energy use: Learn more about your home energy 
use by taking advantage of the resources offered by Pee Dee Electric. Log on to our  
member portal or install our PeeDeePower app to track your daily energy use and under-
stand the factors, like weather, that influence it. You can also sign up for other services like 
high usage alerts, budget billing and Prepay that help you manage your energy budget.

For more energy saving tools and tips, visit pdemc.com.


